A Review of

some Literature Concerning
The Rough-Necked Monitor Lizard
Varanus rudicollis

INTRODUCTION

Varanus rudicollis, the rough-
necked monitor lizard, is one of the
least-known members of the family
Varanidae, a family which includes
the largest living and extinct lizards
in the world. Mast members of the
family excead one metre in length
and there have been at least
preliminary studies of most Asian
species, e.g., V.salvator {VOGEL
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its habitat preferences and diet. Its
social behaviour and reproductive
behaviour remain a complete
mystery, This seems strange in view
of the fact that it is the second-largest
lizard in all the countries it habitats,
and that, in at least some parts of its
range, it is considered to be an
endangered species. This paper is a
short review of what is known about
Vrudicollis  from the literature,
together with some cbservations from

Philippines. Whether this is true type
lecation is highly suspect, because
although Taylor (1922) and others
cite Gray (1845) in attributing the
Philippines to the range of the
species, no other specimens from
there have come to light since Gray's
1845 description, despite several
detailed studies of the herpetofauna
of these islands (e.g.. GAULKE
1988).

The V.salvator

subspecies

1979); V komodoensis
(AUFFENBERG 1281},
V.bengalensis (AUFFENBERG

1983). However two Asian species,
V.dumerili and V.rudicollis are very
poorly known and virtually nothing is
known of their natural history. Of
these, V.rudicollis is perhaps the
most enigmatic. The distribution of
the species is poorly known, as are
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ather sources.

TAXONOMY and DISTRIBUTION

Varanus rudicollis was first
described by Gray (1845) from a type
specimen supposedly collected in the

nuchalis, which does oceur in the
Philippines, is characterized by the
presence of enlarged scales in the
nuchal region, and possibly this
animal has been mistaken for
V.rudicollis in the past. It should be
noted, however, that in the same













